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35 days

of owning it:

a prayer guide



35 DAYS OF OWNING IT.

A LETTER FROM THE PASTORS

      One of the things that becomes clear the longer we follow Jesus is this: the 
work of God cannot be accomplished apart from the power of God.  

      As Jesus was about to entrust the Church to a handful people He had 
trained, He said, “Remain in Me, and I will remain in you. For a branch can-
not produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful 
unless you remain in Me” (John 15:4).  This is a constant theme throughout 
the Bible.  We can’t do anything apart from the power of God.  

      Luckily, in the same passage, Jesus encouraged the disciples with these 
words:  “But if you remain in Me and My words remain in you, you may ask 
for anything you want, and it will be granted! When you produce much fruit, 
you are My true disciples. This brings great glory to My Father” (John 15:7).

      As we remain in Him and follow Him, He will be faithful to answer our 
prayers.  That’s why we can have confidence as we “Attempt the Impossible       
. . . AGAIN.” 

      As our church family moves into another critical time of building up for 
greater service, we need to be clear on God’s call and connected to His power.  
We know that it is God’s will for us to reach more people and lead more people 
to a life changing connection with Jesus.  Now is the time for us to connect 
with Him through prayer for clarity about our role in reaching those new 
people.

      May God bless us as we “pray the price” to bear much fruit and show 
ourselves to be followers of Jesus!

DAN, MARK, NOEL, PAUL, & STEVE
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THE PURPOSE OF THIS PRAYER GUIDE

The purpose of the prayer guide is to prepare us for the OWN IT. Capital Gifts 
Campaign.  Each daily section is divided into four parts:  Read, Reflect, Pray, 
and Apply.  Each part will strengthen your relationship with God and help you 
understand His will for you in the Campaign.

(1) READ:

Read the entire selected Bible passage.

(2) REFLECT:

Take some time to “chew on” the key verse.  Read the thought that 
explains each day’s chosen Bible passage.  Ask yourself how the passage 
applies to your life.  It may help to read the passage in the morning and 
think about it throughout the day.

(3) PRAY:

Communicate with God every day.  Ask Him to reveal to you how He 
wants you to participate in the Campaign.

(4) APPLY:

As you work through each day’s section, write down in the space pro-
vided any thoughts or ideas that apply to your growth as a follower of 
Jesus and to your involvement in the OWN IT. Campaign.
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35 DAYS OF OWNING IT.1

READ:
Ephesians 2:1-10

God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; 
it is a gift from God.  Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, 

so none of us can boast about it. – Ephesians 2:8-9

REFLECT:
Think about the best gift you ever received.  Did you get it because you did 

something good to deserve it?  If so, it is no longer a gift — it’s a reward.  The 
salvation we have in Jesus is not because we are great, but because God is.

PRAY:
God, thank You for the free gift of salvation.  Remind me each day to honor that 

gift by being generous with others.  Give me the boldness to share Your gift of 
salvation with the people You have placed in my life.

APPLY:
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READ:
Psalm 119

Give me understanding and I will obey your instructions; I will put them into 
practice with all my heart. – Psalm 119:34

REFLECT:
Has there ever been a moment when God’s Word “came alive” for you?  Maybe the 

passage you read gave you understanding about something going on in your life 
or better insight into a struggle you were having.  Did you put those verses into 

practice with all your heart?

PRAY:
God, give me a willing heart to treasure and obey Your Word.  Help me to apply 

even its hardest teachings to my life.

APPLY:
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35 DAYS OF OWNING IT.3

READ:
Philippians 4:4-9

Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you 
need, and thank Him for all He has done. – Philippians 4:6

REFLECT:
Were you ever really afraid or nervous about something?  What happened?  What 

does God tell us to do when we are afraid?

PRAY:
Share a prayer request with someone else.  Write down their request and then pray 

for them.  Later, when God answers the prayer, be sure to share that as well.

APPLY:
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READ:
Matthew 6:5-15

But when you pray, go away by yourself, shut the door behind you, and pray to 
your Father in private. Then your Father, Who sees everything, will reward you. 

– Matthew 6:6

REFLECT:
When it comes to prayer, you must be convinced of one simple fact:  God hears 
and desires to answer your prayers.  Until you are convinced of this fact, prayer 
feels like a one - way conversation.  Begin your prayer today convinced that God  

is hearing you and will answer your prayer.

PRAY:
Thank you, God, that You are a Father who loves to hear the voice of His children.  

I am your child and I believe that You hear and answer my prayers.  I thank You 
for the mighty work You are doing in my life and in the life of Riverview.

APPLY:
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35 DAYS OF OWNING IT.5

READ:
Ephesians 3:14 – 19

 “I pray that out of His glorious riches He may strengthen you with power 
through His Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 

through faith.” – Ephesians 3:16 – 17a

REFLECT:
It has been said that the way to truly change a city is to start with one family at a 
time.  And the only way to change a family is from the inside out.  Ask yourself, 

“How much am I allowing God to change me?  Is Christ at the center of my entire family?”

PRAY:
God, I can never thank You enough for the family You have given me.  Thank You 
also for my living church family at Riverview.  I pray that my family would give 
You first place in our lives.  Unify us so that we can work together as a team, heal 

us from past hurts, and strengthen us so we can endure the tough times of life.  
Make us into the kind of family You desire.

APPLY:
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Stephen Owned It & God did the Impossible

Acts 6-7

This weekend at Riverview, we are looking at the life of the early church through 
the eyes of the first person to die in Jesus’ name. Read his story and write down 
anything that inspires or challenges you.   Then pray that God would help you 

OWN IT. and that He would do the impossible. da
ys six & seven : sa
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35 DAYS OF OWNING IT.7

READ:
2 Corinthians 4

“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen.  For what is seen is 
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” – 2 Corinthians 4:18

REFLECT:
Most of our lives we focus on the temporal.  We trust in what we can see.  Our 
lives are fixed on things that pass away.  We tend to invest our time and money 

into things that won’t last.

PRAY:
God, help me to fix my eyes on the eternal, not the temporal.  God, cause me to 
see people like You do.  Place in my heart a desire to see people coming to a life-

changing connection with Your Son, Jesus Christ.  I want to see all people through 
the cross.  Help me to remember that my giving will reap eternal rewards.  Help 

me to invest my money wisely.

APPLY:
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READ:
John 14:1-14

Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the 
Father except through Me. – John 14:6

REFLECT:
Have you ever been lost?  Jesus is the way.  Have you ever felt like your life is a lie?  

Jesus is the truth.  Have you ever wrestled with purpose?  Jesus is the life.  

PRAY:
God, thank You for giving us the one and only way to come to You through Jesus 

Christ.  Open our eyes to see lost people all around that need the “map” to find 
their way to You.  Give me courage and strength to share Jesus with them.

APPLY:



35 DAYS OF OWNING IT.9

READ:
Matthew 9:35 - 38

 “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.” – Matthew 9:37

REFLECT:
Someone has said, “The church is the one organization that exists for those who 

aren’t even here yet.”  There are literally thousands of unchurched people in our 
community.  You can probably think of some of those individuals because they  

are your neighbors, coworkers and friends.  How will they find Jesus?

PRAY:
God, help me to realize You have called me to work in Your harvest.  Give me 

opportunities to share Your love with someone today.  Please help Riverview as a 
church to remember that we exist for those who don’t know You.

APPLY:
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READ:
Matthew 28:16 – 20

 “Go and make disciples of all nations . . . ” – Matthew 28:19

REFLECT:
In the greater Lansing area there are over 400,000 people.  An estimated 300,000 
of them are living without Jesus.  Many of those people have never experienced 
the love of Jesus in a local church.  We have such a tremendous opportunity to 

make disciples.

PRAY:
Lord, help us to be a church that genuinely cares about making disciples.  

Empower us from the inside out so that we will be a light in the dark world 
around us, offering hope and peace through the name of Your Son, Jesus.

APPLY:



35 DAYS OF OWNING IT.11

READ:
Psalm 98

Meditate:
“ . . . all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.” – Psalm 98:3

REFLECT:
Envision Riverview Church reaching the greater Lansing area and the world by 
preaching and teaching the salvation of of Jesus.  Imagine thousands of people 
giving their lives to Christ and growing in Him as a result of our investment in 

their future.  Imagine God’s arms enveloping a church body that faithfully walks 
in step with His will.

PRAY:
Father, I pray that You would continue to embrace Riverview.  Remind me of 

Your perfect love and salvation so that I will go and share Your blessings with the 
many who are hurting and in need.

APPLY:
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READ:

Jonathan and  his Armor-Bearer Owned It & God did the 
Impossible

1 Samuel 14:1-23

This weekend at Riverview, we are looking at a few young men who teamed up 
and faced impossible odds all because they believed God would come through. 

Read their story and write down anything that inspires or challenges you.   Then 
pray that God would help you OWN IT. and that He would do the impossible.



35 DAYS OF OWNING IT.13
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READ:
Luke 5:17 – 26

 “They were filled with awe and said, ‘We have seen remarkable things today.’ ” 
– Luke 5:26

REFLECT:
God still works miracles.  He does things to amaze His people and to prove He is 
God and we are not.  This campaign is about God doing the remarkable in each 
life.  William Carey, the father of the modern missionary movement, once said, 
“Attempt great things for God, expect great things from God.”  Let us attempt great 

things for God and expect great things from Him during this campaign.

PRAY:
God, I stand in awe of You!  You desire to do remarkable things through my 

church and my life.  May I never doubt what You can do through Me.  Help me to 
be totally surrendered to You.  Please begin Your greatest work in me today.

APPLY:
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READ:
Hebrews 10:19-25

Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works.    
And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage               

one another, especially now that the day of His return is drawing near.                     
       – Hebrews 10:24-25

REFLECT:
As Christ - followers, we should always be looking for opportunities to “spur” 
each other to greater and greater good works.  That is our purpose in gathering 

together.  The writer of Hebrews was motivated in this because Jesus’ return was 
soon.  How much sooner it is now!

PRAY:
Thank you, God, for the loving and joyful community at Riverview.  I pray that I 

would find ways to encourage them in their love and good works.

APPLY:
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READ:
1 Corinthians 2

 “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has 
prepared for those who love him.” – 1 Corinthians 2:9

REFLECT:
God has prepared greater blessings for you than you can imagine.  He promises 
this to those who love Him.  Begin your prayer today expecting God to give you 
more than you have dreamed, to show you His wisdom, and to give you a mind 

like Christ.

PRAY:
Thank You, God, that You are prepared to bless me beyond my greatest dreams.  
I do love You.  Reveal to me what You have prepared for Riverview and for me.  
Help me to abandon my own agenda and surrender all to Your agenda and Your 
will for the world.  Give me wisdom like Yours and a pure mind like Your Son’s.

APPLY:
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READ:
Acts 11:19 – 21

 “The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and 
turned to the Lord.” – Acts 11:21

REFLECT:
In times of great challenge the Church has always seen growth – spiritually and 

numerically.  The key to that success is the fact that God’s hand must be involved.  
We must rely on His strength, wisdom, and provision.  It takes courage to say, 
“We’re going to do something so big, if God’s not in it, it’s bound to fail!”  It is 

then that we truly see the hand of God at work.

PRAY:
God, You are sufficient to supply more than all we need.  I praise You and thank 

You for all your blessings.  May we as a church be completely reliant upon You as 
we expand this ministry.  And as we rise to that challenge, may we see Your hand 

at work like never before, in our lives and the lives of others.

APPLY:
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READ:
Acts 16:16 – 34

 “He was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God – he and his whole 
family.” – Acts 16:32

REFLECT:
It is exciting to see baptisms during the worship services.  It is especially a joy 

to see entire families make that commitment to God.  One of the possibilities of 
expansion is to help more families find the joy of knowing Jesus.  Can you imagine 
it?  When we make Christ the center of our family, forgiveness is found, wounds 

are healed, and relationships are restored.

PRAY:
Father, You know the names of every family that our future ministry will touch.  

Please make Riverview  a safe place for families to find Your love, forgiveness, and 
grace.  Use me in that process of ministry.

APPLY:
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Joshua and The Priests Owned It & God did the Impossible

Joshua 3-4

This weekend at Riverview, we are looking at a famous story of faith in the 
history of Israel. Read their story and write down anything that inspires or 
challenges you.   Then pray that God would help you OWN IT. and that He  

would do the impossible.

da
ys twenty/twenty.one : sa
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35 DAYS OF OWNING IT.19

READ:
Ephesians 4:11 – 13

“ . . . to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may 
be built up.” – Ephesians 4:12

REFLECT:
Think back and remember a school teacher, a coach, or a youth leader who 

really made a difference in your life.  Somehow they went the “extra mile” and 
challenged you just a little more or they made the extra effort to help you really 

see your potential.  No doubt, you are still grateful for that servant leader.  A 
major aspect of the church is all about building up God’s people so they can        

make a serious impact in this world.

PRAY:
Father, thank You for sending special people into my life to help shape me and 
mold me into the child of God I am today.  Help Riverview to be an effective 

“Training Station” so that we can bring people in, build them up, and send them 
out.  I pray for every person in our church with the responsibility of teaching and 

training, that You would use them in effective ways.

APPLY:
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READ:
Hebrews 13:20 – 21

 “May the God of peace…equip you with everything good for doing his will.” 
– Hebrews 13:20a – 21a

REFLECT:
Firefighters will tell you that a major part of their time is spent in training.  

They have to be adequately equipped and trained to handle the enormous task 
of fighting fires, rescuing people, and saving lives.  In the Church, our ultimate 
training instructor is Jesus.  And God has promised to fully equip us for doing      

His will.

PRAY:
Sometimes we get nervous, Lord, about being in over our heads.  Help us to 

remember, first of all, that You are “The God of peace” and that we can trust    
You when times get tough.  But also, Father, help us to realize that You will    

equip us with everything good for doing Your will.

APPLY:



35 DAYS OF OWNING IT.21

READ:
1 Samuel 15:22

“What is more pleasing to the LORD:  your burnt offerings and sacrifices or your 
obedience to His voice?  Listen! Obedience is better than sacrifice,  and submission 

is better than offering the fat of rams.” – 1 Samuel 15:22

REFLECT:
What really brings a smile to your face?  How about God?  Any parent will agree 

that a child’s obedience is worth so much more than when he or she just goes 
through the motions.

PRAY:
Lord, help me realize in a greater way that it makes You happy when I obey You.  

God, strengthen my commitment to obey Your Word.

APPLY:
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READ:
2 Corinthians 9

 “Remember this:  Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows generously will also reap generously.  Each man should give what he has 

decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver.” – 2 Corinthians 9:6 – 8

REFLECT:
God takes pleasure in those who cheerfully give when the opportunity arises.  

Although everything belongs to God and He needs nothing, He desires to see the 
joyful attitude of your heart toward giving.  God has met our deepest needs by 

giving Christ, His Son.  Because of God’s generosity, shouldn’t we give generously 
to Him?

PRAY:
Heavenly Father, impress upon my heart, through Your Spirit, what my part 

needs to be in giving.  You gave Your only Son for me.  What can I give to You?  
I desire to give generously because I want to be pleasing to You.  Even though I 

can’t see how You will use my gifts, I know they will reap eternal rewards.  God, 
thank You for allowing me to make the greatest investment of my life.

APPLY:



35 DAYS OF OWNING IT.23

READ:
Luke 12:22-34

“Sell your possessions and give to those in need. This will store up treasure for you 
in Heaven! And the purses of Heaven never get old or develop holes. Your treasure 

will be safe; no thief can steal it and no moth can destroy it. Wherever your 
treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.” – Luke 12:33-34

REFLECT:
Someone once said if they wanted to see what was most important in a person’s 

life, they would look first at their calendar and their checkbook.  Where we spend 
our time and money tells a lot about where our treasure (and therefore our heart) lies.

PRAY:
God, help me see where my treasure is.  Show me what I value the most.  Turn my 

heart toward You and make my desires match Yours.

APPLY:
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COMMITMENT WEEKEND:

The 72 Owned It & God did the Impossible

Luke 10:1-24

This weekend at Riverview, we are looking at the 72 people Jesus commissioned 
for a specific task.  Read their story and write down anything that inspires or 

challenges you.  Then pray that God would help you OWN IT. and that He would do 
the impossible.



35 DAYS OF OWNING IT.25

READ:
Colossians 4:2 – 6

 “Make the most of every opportunity.” – Colossians 4:5

REFLECT:
Just about every minute of every day provides us with opportunities to minister 

to others.  As we imagine the possibilities of expanding our ministry those 
opportunities become even greater.  Keep your eyes open today for areas where 

you can serve Jesus, and dream a little about the potential of the future.

PRAY:
Lord, thank You for the possibilities of ministry You will place in my path today.  

As we expand our ministry at Riverview, may we see even greater opportunities to 
share Your everlasting love with an ever - changing world.
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READ:
Psalm 63

 “I have seen You in the sanctuary and beheld Your power and Your glory.” 
– Psalm 63:2

REFLECT:
God created us to enjoy a relationship with Him.  David instructs us to seek God       

. . . to thirst and hunger for Him.  At Riverview Church, we truly experience God 
every weekend in worship.  When you need God the most, He will cause you to 

recall those rich experiences of worship.

PRAY:
God, You are my God.  I seek You.  I long to spend quiet time with You.  I have 

seen Your power and Your glory in worship.  May my life be a center of worship 
for You.  And may the worship services of Riverview continue to lift up Jesus and 

show Your power and glory.

APPLY:



35 DAYS OF OWNING IT.27

READ:
1 Peter 2:1-3

Like newborn babies, you must crave pure spiritual milk so that you will grow 
into a full experience of salvation. Cry out for this nourishment, now that you 

have had a taste of the Lord’s kindness. – 1 Peter 2:2-3

REFLECT:
Babies have pretty simple needs and one of them is food.  When a baby is hungry, 
he cries out for food.  God wants us to desire His Word so much that we cry out 

for it.

PRAY:
God, give me a hunger for Your Word.  As I read Your Word, cause me to grow up 

in the fullness of Christ.

APPLY:
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READ:
Ephesians 3:14-21

 Now all glory to God, Who is able, through His mighty power at work within us, 
to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. – Ephesians 3:20

REFLECT:
It is so easy for us to limit God to the things we can accomplish through human 

effort.  But He wants to do more . . . not just a little more, but infinitely more    
than we can ever ask or even think!

PRAY:
God, please open my heart to encompass dreams that are God - sized.  Help me    
to ask for big things, to think of big things, and pray for big things both in my    

life and at Riverview.  Then, God, blow me away by doing so much more.

APPLY:



35 DAYS OF OWNING IT.29

READ:
1 John 5:13-15

I have written this to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you 
may know you have eternal life.  And we are confident that he hears us whenever 
we ask for anything that pleases Him.  And since we know He hears us when we 

make our requests, we also know that He will give us what we ask for. 
– 1 John 5:13-15

REFLECT:
God isn’t a cosmic vending machine, ready to dispense whatever we desire.  

Instead, He is like a daddy, eager to hear His kids and respond to their requests 
when those requests please Him.

PRAY:
God, help me to be in tune with You.  Then, please give me boldness in my prayer 

life to bring requests that are pleasing to You.

APPLY:
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FIRST FRUITS WEEKEND:

OWN IT.

Attempting the Impossible . . . Again.

This weekend at Riverview, we are collecting our First Fruits offering for the           
OWN IT. Campaign.  Make sure you join us as we celebrate all the impossible things 

God has  done and look forward to all the impossible things He is going to do!



35 DAYS OF OWNING IT.

OUR FAMILY CONFERENCE

PURPOSE:
To pray, study and communicate with one another to discover God’s will 
concerning your commitment to OWN IT.

PREPARATION:
Participate in the daily prayer guide so God has the opportunity to prepare every 
family member.

Set a time for your family meeting.  The meeting will probably take 30 minutes to 
an hour, depending on the age of your children.

Instruct each family member to begin thinking of sacrifices that God wants that person, 
and the entire family, to make in order to make a great investment in God’s work.

DATE:
An evening between November 5 and November 10, with your written 
commitment to be turned in during the weekend services on November 11 & 12, 
Commitment Weekend.

LEADER:
Preferably the head of household, with all family members present.

SUGGESTED STEPS:
1.  The leader prays, inviting God’s presence and leadership into the meeting asking God 
to give a spirit of love, unity, and unselfishness.

2.  Read and discuss as a family the Bible passages listed here.  Write God’s principles for 
giving in the space provided.

Proverbs 3:9-10

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Proverbs 11:24-25

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
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2 Corinthians 9:6-12

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Luke 6:38

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

3.  Ask family members to talk about sacrifices they and the family could make in order 
to give to God through the OWN IT. Campaign now and over the next three years.  
List family ideas below.  Be sure to include each child so every family member has the 
opportunity to experience the joy of giving sacrificially to God.

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

4.  Let each family member pray prayers:

− Thanking God and praising God.

− Asking God’s direction and help in making a family decision according to His will.

5.  Compare God’s principles for giving (written under the Bible verses you have read) with 
the ideas your family has come up with.  Add any other suggestions that anyone offers.

6.  Decide as a family what will be given.

7.  Close with a prayer of commitment, asking God to provide for your family as you step 
out in faith, and to give you joy in giving, thanking Him for what He has done and for 
what He will do.
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RIVERVIEW CHURCH

3585 Willoughby Road

Holt, LI 48842

517.694.3400 / phone

517.694.3331 / fax

info@eriv.net

www.eriv.net
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“THERE IS NO WAY THAT CHRISTIANS, IN A
PRIVATE CAPACITY, CAN DO SO MUCH TO

PROMOTE THE WORK OF GOD AND ADVANCE
THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST AS BY PRAYER.”

- JONATHAN EDWARDS


